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members can take an active part in the proceedings. If a member
is outside the line he is technically outside the House, and cannot
take 'part or intervene in its business. Facing the Speaker in the
old, but now destroyed building, was the public gallery. Incident-
ally, the new House now in process of being built will very much
conform to the old design. At the conclusion of Questions, Mr.
Speaker says, "Members desirous of taking their place please come
forward.33 And the new member and his two sponsors march
forward in unison and in step, a ceremony usually rehearsed before-
hand, as it is always watched with a critical eye by old members,
who like to see the thing done well. In my case, hardly had the
Speaker asked us to come forward and the three of us had started
our walk along the floor of the House, when members shouted at
us, "Look out!" A man in the public gallery had swung himself
over the rail and dropped down on to the floor, a risky feat that might
have broken his legs. He just missed my head by a few inches
and had I not advanced at that moment he would have landed on
my head. Of course^ this caused considerable sensation. The
assumption was that the man in question had some personal
grievance against me, but it turned out that he had just returned
from the Front, where there was a shortage of steel helmets, and
this was his way of ventilating a very genuine grievance. He
eventually wrote to me and apologised for any inconvenience he
had caused me.

When I took my seat as Member for Harborough it was March,
1916. Ministers were only too glad to see me, as they had quite
made up their minds the seat was going to be lost, instead of which
I appeared with a 4,000 majority.

Mr. Asquith was still Prime Minister and'head of an apparently
impregnable Coalition, with no serious opposition. Kitchener was
still Secretary of State for War, McKenna was Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Grey was Foreign Secretary, Samuel was Home Secre-
tary, Runciman was at the Board of Trade and last, but not least,
Lloyd George was Minister of Munitions (he was to become Secre-
tary of State for War a little later). The only serious critics were
Ramsay MacDonald and Philip Snowden, but they did not cut
much ice, and by no means had a united Labour Party behind them*
Winston Churchill was not in the Government. He had been
elbowed out by the Tories at the time of the Coalition, and only
put in an occasional appearance.

There are only three survivors of the Government which was in
office when I first entered the House of Commons, and all three
are in the House of Lords. Samuel leads the Liberals, in the House
of Lords, but Runciman, unfortunately through illness, has ceased